
Printing Photographs in the Darkroom 
 
Print Terms and Characteristics 
Density - overall brightness or darkness of a print. 
Contrast - difference between the brightest and darkest areas of a print. 
Highlight - very bright area in a print. 
Midtone - area of medium brightness in a print. 
Shadow - very dark area in a print. 
 

 
Flat 
Negative or print with minimal differences in brightness between light and dark areas = not 
enough contrast. May be necessary to use a higher contrast filter. 
 
Contrasty 
Negative or print with very significant differences in brightness between light and dark areas. 
Too much contrast. May be necessary to use a lower contrast filter. 
 
Print Processing Terms 
Agitation 
To move a solution over the surface of film or paper during processing to insure fresh chemistry 
comes into contact with the surface. Agitation should take place during each step of the printing 
process by gently rocking the tray. 
 
Developer 
Chemical solution that converts the latent image (still invisible) in exposed film to a visible 
image. 



Stop Bath 
Chemical solution that stops the development of the print. 
 
Fixer 
Chemical solution that makes a photographic image insensitive to light. Fixer dissolves 
unexposed silver halide crystals while leaving the developed silver image. 
 
Final Wash 
Final water wash to remove residual chemicals from print. 
 
Printing Negatives 
Secure enlarging station.  Always use the same enlarger as you work on a print.  
 
Open black and white photographic paper in darkroom under safelights only.  Do not open box 
in the light!  
 
Make sure you close the photographic paper box after EACH time you remove a piece of paper, 
so that the rest of the paper is not exposed to light while you work. Even “safe lights” will 
eventually give enough light exposure to ruin the paper by “fogging” it (turns grey).  
 
The Contact Sheet 

 
The contact sheet is a visual representation of the 
film shot and is used to decide which negatives 
should be enlarged and printed.  
 
It is the process of placing the negatives in contact 
with the photographic paper, and then passing light 
through the negatives onto the paper. The resulting 
images are the same size as the negatives. 
 
Making the Contact Sheet in the Darkroom 
 

1. Set Up the Enlarger 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
(List the steps in your notes)_______________ 
 

2. Prepare Negatives  
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
(List the steps in your notes)_______________ 



3. Expose the Test Strip 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
(List the steps in your notes)_______________ 

 
4. Evaluating the Test Strip 

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
(List the steps in your notes)_______________ 
 

5. Making the Contact Sheet 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
(List the steps in your notes)_______________ 
 
 
 
 
The Enlargement 

The photographic enlargement is an image, usually a 
photographic print that is larger than the negative. It is made 
by projecting an enlarged image of the negative onto 
photosensitive paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dodging and Burning 

After a print is made with satisfactory light values (indicating a desired printing exposure) and 
satisfactory dark values (indicating a desired level of contrast), there may be some small areas 
of the image which are too light or too dark. The methods of controlling or correcting these small 
or “local” areas of the image are called dodging and burning.  

 



Dodging 

Dodging is done during the main exposure and is usually used to brighten specific areas of an 
image, including shadow areas, to reveal more description and detail.  

 

Burning 

Burning is done after the main exposure and is usually used to darken specific areas of an 
image, including highlight areas. 

 

 


